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OP  THE 

SELECTMEN,  TREASURES, 

ASSESSORS, 

AND  , 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  EASTON, 

For  the  year  ending  February  1st,  1867* 


TAUNTON: 

C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  7  UNION  BLOCK, 
1867. 


REPORT 

Of  Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Overseers  of  Poor. 


The  following  Report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  town  Febru- 
ary 1,  1867,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALMSHOUSE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Account  of  Stock  at  Almshouse  Feb,  1,  1867* 


14  1-2  tons  English  hay, 

$435.00 

3          "    meadow  " 

36.00 

1-2       "  straw, 

8.00 

1  horse, 

90.00 

2  oxen, 

240.00 

8  cows, 

360.00 

1  yearling, 

20.00 

4  swine, 

60.00 

9  fowls, 

9.00 

45  bushels  corn, 

60.75 

5       "  rye, 

6.75 

20      "  oats, 
6       "  meal, 

16.00 

7.86 

2  1-2  "  beans, 

7.50 

70     "  potatoes, 

52.50 

26     "     french  turnips, 

13.00 

272  lbs.  bacon, 

38.08 

333  "  pork, 

44.95 

400  "  beef, 

48.00 

55    "  butter, 

24.75 

67    "  lard, 

10.72 

70    «*  candles, 

11.20 

50    "    dried  apples, 

7.50 

1  bbl.  flour, 
1    "  apples, 

16.75 

4.00 

7    "  cider, 

42.00 

52  gals,  vinegar, 

15.60 

40   "  soap, 

6.00 

Groceries, 

5.36 

$1,697.27 
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EXPENDITURES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


"Paid  for 

groceries, 

116.40 

(( 

flour, 

153.12 

u 

grain, 

220.31 

<( 

salt, 

16.80 

a 

meat  and  fish, 

31.10 

a 

soap, 

13.74 

<c 

clothing  and  bedding, 

149.88 

<< 

furniture, 
labor  on  farm, 

29.29 

« 

121.06 

farming  tools, 

42.28 

repairs  on  buildings, 

6.26 

a 

grass  and  garden  seeds, 

14.58 

a 

blacksmithing, 

12  72 

a 

stock, 

285.50 

u 

making  cider, 

14.96 

a 

medicine  and  medical  aid, 

21.29 

u 

carriage  hire, 

2.30 

a 

burials, 

8.00 

a 

town  farm  tax, 

34.78 

a 

miscellaneous, 

11.27 

Due  Francis  Dunbar,  Warden,  for  12  mo. 

service,  383.33 

Hay,  stock,  &c,  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1866, 

1,675.55 

$3,364.49 


RECEIPTS  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


1013  1-2  lbs.  butter, 

488.99 

Milk, 

137.28 

Calves, 

61.87 

Hides, 

5.61 

Vinegar  and  cider, 

173.02 

Eggs, 

27.75 

Potatoes  and  turnips, 

72.97 

Soap  grease, 

1.90 

Straw  braid, 

75.07 

Hay, 

85.81 

Work  done  for  individuals, 

113.02 

Grain, 

2.60 

Lard, 

20.27 

Meat, 

39.31 

Apples, 

65.45 

Old  iron, 

5.06 

Use  of  lockup, 

2.00 

Candles, 

2.66 

1,380.64 


Amount  brought  over, 

Stock, 

Use  of  hearse  for  24  funerals  in  town, 

"    "     "       "    5      "    out  of  " 
Hay,  stock,  &c,  on  hand,  Feb.  1.  1867, 


Receipts  of  Almshouse, 
Expenditures, 

Balance  in  favor  of  Almshouse, 


1,380.64 

303.28 
24.00 
12.50 
1,697.27 


3,417.69 
3,364.49 


53.20 


$3,417.69 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Age.  Weeks 

Daniel  Howard,          72  52 

Otis  French,               69  52 

Asa  Drake,                52  52 

George  Wade,            26  52 

Bradley  F.  Murphy,    10  52 

Nathaniel  H.  Murphy,   9  52 

Frederic  E.  Murphy,     4  52 

Judson  Gilbert,  died,   84  40 

James  H.  H.  Torry,     12  42 

Rebecca  Allen,           66  42 

Admitted  the  past  year,  4 

Discharged,  3 

Transient  paupers,  16 

Average  number  for  the  year, 


Almah  Dickerman, 
Ella  A.  Dickerman, 
Ellen  M.  Torrey, 
Amos  Wade, 
Ziba  Wade, 
George  Quinby, 
Noah  White, 
Agnes  G.  Phillips, 
Ellen  Torry, 


Now  in  Almshouse, 

Males, 

Females, 


Age. 

20 
15 
10 
50 
56 
67 
12 
12 
28 


Weeks. 

28 
50 
41 
7 

9 

2 
.  7 

5 
13 


15 
11 
4 


12  32=52 


The  income  of  the  farm  the  past  year,  paid  the  expenses  of  the 
Almshouse  and  left  a  balance  of  fifty-three  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 


EXPENSE  OF  P00E  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE, 


North  Bridgewater, 

aid  to  Ellen  Torrey, 

3.00 

East  Bridgewater, 

a 

Amos  Wade, 

22.50 

Raynham, 

a 

Zachary  Drake, 

38.51 

Samuel  Jones, 

tt  u 

64.75 

Hannah  French, 

u 

Sidney  French, 

42.50 

Timothy  G.  Marshall, 

« 

a  a 

20.00 

J.  Barrows, 

u 

Lusanna  Randall, 

10.00 

Salem, 

a 

Zibeon  Terril, 

24.50 

225.76 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

225.76 

Lamarf!  ^Tilliams 
Edward  R.  Hayward, 

Aid  to  Julia  Murphy, 

«          a  tt 

8.00 

22.50 

Francis  E.  Gilmore, 

a 

OOIOUIOII  OlOIlc, 

13.00 

Till  pins  Howard 

tt 

ti  ti 

7.50 

J.  S.  Drake, 

a 

Peter  Nelson, 

25.00 

a  a 

u 

Silas  Shaw> 

4.00 

John  T  Kimball 

tt 

a  tt 

7.50 

a  it 

a 

Daniel  Mersey, 

60.72 

U  it 

ti 

Ellen  Torrey, 

2.82 

ti  a 

a 

vrcorgtj  vv .  j-^rd)K.ti, 

6.27 

ti  a 

a 

Betsey  Smith, 

8.00 

a  a 

a 

Peter  Nelson, 

120.00 

tt  a 

tt 

IQTYIOC     A  lion 

tlHKlco  .cxlloU, 

3.95 

.Tnhn  TT  Adams 

fj  Willi    XX*   XX.\Xcl  LXXo, 

Oeorge  Copeland, 

a 

it  it 

40.00 

tt 

lydiniy  vv  due; 

4.00 

u  a 

tt 

Eveline  Legro, 

4.00 

H.  W.  Howard, 

tt 

it  a 

8.00 

u  « 

ti 

Nancy  Wade, 

8.18 

«  « 

tt 

Leonard  Ayers, 

8.00 

"Welcome  Dunbar, 

tt 

tt  a 

26.00 

tt  a 

a 

Eveline  Legro, 

16.00 

State  Nautical  School, 

tt 

Davis  Wadej 

6.50 

State  Lunatic  Hospital, 

tt 

John  W.  Marshall, 

198.13 

ti             it  it 

tt 

James  Allen, 

60.86 

  894.70 

Amount  paid  and  due  from  other  towns,  247.72 

Balance,  $646.98 


TOWN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Public  Schools,  $3,000.00 

Highways  and  Bridges,  2,000.00 

State  Tax,  6,120.00 

County  Tax,  2,108.61 

Lockup,  400.00 

Current  expenses,  3,000.00 

School  districts  No.  9  and  10,  44.48 

Overlay,  352.37 


$17,025.46 
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Valuation  of  the  Town,  May  1st,  1866. 

Real  Estate,  809,401 

Personal  Estate,  920,228 

Total  valuation,   $1,729,629 

Number  of  polls  taxed,  854 

Poll  tax,  $2.00 

Rate  per  cent  property  tax,  77  cents  on  $100.00 


Appropriations  for  Schools. 

Town  Appropriation,  $3,000.00 
State  School  Fund,  174.00 

— —  3,174.00 


Divided  as  follows : 


District  No. 

i, 

66  scholar, 

$274.32 

Cost  of  schools, 

$230.35 

tt 

it 

2, 

47 

u 

230.48 

tt 

a 

213.25 

a 

it 

3, 

33 

u 

198.19 

a 

a 

186.25 

it 

\i 

4, 

33 

tt 

198.19 

a 

a 

200.80 

a 

a 

5, 

34 

a 

200.48 

a 

it 

177.75 

a 

a 

6, 

15 

u 

156.66 

a 

tt 

171.00 

a 

a 

7, 

296 

it 

1049.08 

te 

ti 

974.78 

t* 

a 

8, 

43 

a 

221.26 

it 

a 

240.50 

tt 

a 

9, 

36 

it 

205,13 

a 

a 

211.08 

if 

a 

10, 

42 

a 

218.95 

u 

a 

231.00 

ft 

a 

11, 

43 

a 

221.26 

a 

tt 

254.50 

3,174.00 


3,051.26 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  John  Kimball,  selectman,  assessor  and  over- 

«     "  "        seer  of  poor,  75.00 

"     "  "        use  of  horse  and  carriage,  19.68 

"     "  "      cash  expenses,  15.00 

"  Horace  D.  Howard,  selectman  &c,  56.50 
"       "  "       use  of  horse  and  carriage  8.50 

"  Joseph  Barrows,  selectman,  &c,  66.75 
"       "  "     use  of  horse  and  carriage  5.30 

"  John  Kimball,  collecting,  recording  and  return- 
ing 65  births,  43  deaths,  and 
25  marriages,  29.55 
"       for  services,  paying  state  aid  to 
"     "         "       soldiers  and  their  families,  50.00 
"    George  G.  Withington,  school  committee,  53.80 
«    Christopher  C.  Hussey,    "  «  31.75 

"    H.  J.  Fuller,  "  «  7.50 

"    Hiram  Phillips,       constable,  18.50 


a       it  u 


$437.83 


Guide  boards  remain  same  as  last  year. 


JOHN  KIMBALL,  )      Selectmen,  Assessors, 

HORACE  D.  HOWARD,  [and  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
JOSEPH  BARROWS,     )  of  Easton. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Easton,  in  account  with  J.  KIMBALL,  Treasurer. 


Dr.  To  Paid  — 


Sundry  town  orders, 

13,588.73 

State  tax, 

6,120.00 

County  tax, 

2,108.61 

Parish  for  use  of  town  hall, 

60.00 

Six  per  cent  on  all  taxes, 

901,52 

Printing, 

98.41 

For  Lockup, 

374.36 

Annie  Haneys,  note, 

160.00 

Susan  F.  Randall, 
0.  Ames  &  Sons, 

« 

200.00 

u 

600.00 

Elijah  Howard,  2 
F.  M.  Godfrey, 

a 

900.00 

it 

200.00 

John  Cavanaugh, 

it 

100.00 

Langdon  H.  Randall, 

u 

200.00 

Wm.  S.  Andrews,  endorsed 

u 

125.00 

Henry  Hamilton, 

u 

700.00 

William  P.  Packard, 

a 

100.00 

Ann  E.  Drake, 

it 

55.00 

Eliza  J.  Hammell, 

it 

50.00 

First.  Nat.  Bank,  Easton,  2 

a 

2,000.00 

Harriet  S.  Packard,  ends'd, 

u 

100.00 

Catherine  Gorman, 

a 

100.00 

John  F.  Dean, 

a 

75.00 

Mary  Desmond, 

u  . 

100.00 

Matthew  Hamilton,  2 

a 

300.00 

Cornelius  Sigler, 

i. 

225.00 

Nancy  Williams,  2 

a 

700.00 

Daniel  A.  Clarke, 

a 

100.00 

Charlotte  A.  Clarke.  2 

it 

275.00 

Eunice  Wilson, 

it 

150.00 

Seth  Littlefield,  2 

a 

400.00 

Francis  Leonard,  2 

a 

185.00 

Charles  L.  Britton,  4 

1,600.00 

Eliza  J.  Packard, 

u 

150.00 

Mary  Records, 

n 

80.00 

Fred.  A.  Britton, 

ti 

100.00 

Margaret  Hammell, 

tt 

50.00 

Abigail  Woodward, 

a 

80.00 

Alexander  W.  Woodward, 

a 

80.00 

$33,491.63 


IO 


Cr. 


x>y  Daiance  in  tne  .treasury,  reD.  i,  iodd, 

.LaKevilie, 

A  AA 

Beverly, 

11.18 

Boston, 

2.00 

First  National  Bank  of  Easton,  on  loan, 

2,000.00 

John  F.  Dean,                       "  " 

75.00 

Mary  Records,                       "  " 

80.00 

School  Fund, 

174.00 

State  reimbursment,  aid  of  families  of  volunteers  2,800.00 

Incorporated  stock  Tax, 

7175.90 

Assessors  return  of  Taxes, 

15,025,46 

Timothy  G.  Marshall, 

15,00 

George  W.  Keith, 

275,00 

Town  Farm, 

400.00 

"    Liquor  Agent, 

300.00 

  38,491.63 

JOHN  KIMBALL,  Treasurer. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  TBEASURY,  FEB,  1,  1867. 

Unpaid  Notes,  4,540.00 
Due  Francis  Dunbar,  400.00 


"  Parish,  60.00 
«  Raynham,  38.51 


ASSETS, 

Cash  and  uncollected  Taxes  in  hands  of  Treas.,  5,978.68 

Due  from  State  in  aid  of  Volunteers,  2.127.54 

"     "       "     for  Incorporated  Stock  Tax,  1,267.55 

"     "    Canton,  153.00 

"     "    Raynham,  21.35 

"     "    Newton,  60.72 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  Town,  $4,570.28. 


$5,038.51 


$9,608.79 
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LIST  OF  DEATHS  IN  1866. 


No. 


Date. 


1  Jan.  1st. 

2  2d. 

3  6th. 
17th. 

Feb.  14th. 

20th. 
Mch.  8th. 
14th 
23d. 
31st 

11  Apl.  14  th 

12  24th. 

13  26th. 

14  28th. 

15  June  1st. 

16  4th. 

17  July  2d. 


18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 


8th. 
18th. 
19th. 
19th. 
20th. 
30th. 
31st. 


25  Aug.  2d. 


26 
27 
28 


19th. 
20th. 
28th. 


29  Sep.  3d. 


Jfame.  Age — yrs. 

Almira  Talbot,  60 

Richmond  Selee,  32 

Mary  Packard,  86 

Abner  L.  Cobbett,  52 

Catherine  Healey,  8 

.  John  Gilmore,  2 
Catherine  Murphy, 

.  Mary  Go  ward,  90 

Mary  Cronin,  1 

.  Mary  Goodwin,  1 

.  Julia  Conners,  22 

Galen  Sylvester,  74 

Sally  Phillips,  58 
Julia  Lyons, 

Cordelia  E.  Fobes,  35 

Susanna  Randall,  86 

Olive  S.  Holmes,  40 

Gideon  Bartlett,  47 

Mary  C.  Webb,  1 

Eleanor  Clarke,  46 
Sarah  A.  Willis, 
Michael  Regan, 
George  C.  Schindler, 

Ann  J.  McEntee,  1 

Sarah  L.  King,  24 

Emma  Abbie  Griggs,  31 

William  Healey,  1 

Joseph  Denine.  1 
Ellen  Denine, 


30 
31 


17th. 
25th. 

32  Oct.  1st. 

33  4th. 

34  12th. 

35  14th. 

36  15th. 

37  Nov.  8th. 

38  10th. 

39  Dec.  1st. 
18th. 
23d. 
26th, 
28th. 


Luther  Sheldon, 


81 


40 
41 
42 
43 


Nahum  C.  Clapp,  1 

Margaret  Hallahau,  1 

John  McCready,  31 
Anna  E.  Reed, 

Horatio  D.  Morse,  25 

Mary  Crockett,  50 

Alex.  W.  Woodward,  44 

Judson  Gilbert,  84 

John  Fisher.  37 

Isaac  N.  Wate,  69 

Parmenas  Ames,  61 

Patrick  McConnon,  41 

Anna  Hartnett,  25 


mos.  ds.  Disease. 
6    29    gall  stone,  jaund. 
6     3    congestion  lungs. 
10  old  age. 

10    28       typhoid  fever, 
congestion  of  brain. 
9  lung  fever. 

2  convulsions. 

6  old  age. 

7  19  convulsions. 
7  heart  disease. 

consumption. 
4  9  paralysis. 
4    29     general  debility. 

9  trismus. 
2         consump.  of  blood. 
4  old  age. 

8 »  consumption. 
21         heart  disease. 

1  accute  diarrhea. 

consumption. 
6  2  cholera  infantum. 
10  19  memo's,  croup. 
4  2  cholera  infantum. 
6  22  cholera  infantum. 
4  19  typhoid  fever. 
27  pleurisy, 

2  dysentery. 
4  10  dysentery. 
9  4  acute  meningitus. 
8  old  age. 

8  3      cholera  infantum. 

9  18      congestion  brain. 

consumption. 
9      6       disease  of  heart. 

diarrhea,  cholera. 

9  26  cancer. 

10  2  phthisis. 

old  age. 

6  consumption. 
9      7  salt  rheum. 

11  congestion  lungs, 
congestion  lungs. 

consumption. 
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LIQUOR  AGENCY. 

De.  Francis  Dunbar,  Agent, 

In  account  with  Town  of  Easton,  Cr. 


To  liquors  on  hand,  Feb. 

1st,  1866,  $195.26 
Liquors  purchased,  1,436.06 
License,  25.00 
Agent's  salary  100.00 
Profit,  289.22 


$2,045.54 


By  amount  of  liquors  on 

hand,  Feb.  1,  1867,  140.31 

Casks  and  measures,  10.00 
Amount   of  liquors 


sold, 


1,895.23 


$2,045.54 


Francis  Dunbar,  Liquor 

To  cash  on  hand,  Feb. 

1st,  1866,  78.31 
Liquors  sold,  1,895.23 


$1,973.54 


Agency,  Cash  Account, 

By  cash  paid  for  liquors,  1,436.06 
Agent's  salary,  100.00 
License,  25.00 
Paid  into  town  Treasury,  300.00 
Cash  on  hand,  112.48 


$1,973.54 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  EASTON, 

For  the  year  1866-67. 


TAUNTON: 

C.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS. 
1867. 


REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  of  Easton  respectfully  present  the  fol- 
lowing Report  of  the  Public  Schools  for  the  School  Year 
1866-7  :— 

C.C.  HUSSEY,  ) 

GEO.  G.  WITHINGTON,  \  School  Committee. 

OLIVER  AMES,  2nd,  ) 

During  the  Summer  Term, 

Schools  in  Dists.  Nos.  2,  4,  6,  7,  were  in  charge  of  C.  C.  Hussey. 
"    "     "       "    7,  9, 10,       "  "        0.  Ames,  2d. 

«    «    «       "    1,3,5,11,  "  "    G.  G.  Withington. 


TEACHERS. 


Districts. 


Emma  C.  Brownell. 

1 

Nancie  C.  Kingman. 

2 

Henrietta  H.  Gilmore. 

3 

Cleora  N.  Ham. 

4 

Mary  J.  White. 

5 

Anna  M.  Randall. 

6 

(  E.  W.  Stevenson j 

\  S.  T.  Vincent, 

7 

(H.  A.  Lake. 

Hannah  Williams. 

8 

Sarah  E.  Howard. 

9 

Clara  J.  Reynolds. 

10 

Lucy  Mansfield. 

11 

Winter. 

Emma  C.  Brownell. 
(Nancie  C.  Kingman, 
(Newell  W.  Howard. 
Martha  L.  Hay  ward. 
Julia  A.  Packard. 
Mary  J.  White. 
Anna  M.  Randall. 
(  E.  W.  Stevenson, 
\  S.  T.  Vincent, 
(  H.  A.  Lake. 
Henry  Manley. 
Sarah  E.  Howard. 
Albert  H.  Drake. 
Elijah  Allen. 


4 


There  were  in  Town  May  1st,  1866,  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years.  Of  all  ages, 
692  have  attended  school ;  of  whom  56  were  above  15  years  of 
age,  and  16  were  under  5  years.  Three  Thousand  Dollars  were 
appropriated  by  the  Town  for  the  support  of  Schools.  One  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  dollars  were  received  from  State  Fund. 

As  the  removal  from  Town  of  one  of  the  Committee  would  ren  ■ 
der  it  imperfect,  we  shall  offer  no  detailed  Report  of  the  separate 
Schools,  except  as  special  circumstances  seem  to  require  notice. 
In  most  cases  we  can  speak  as  favorably  of  their  condition  as 
could  be  expected  under  the  present  system.  In  Districts  1,  5, 
6,  7  and  9,  the  same  Teachers  were  employed  during  both  Terms, 
with  satisfactory  results.  The  schools  in  Nos.  1,  4,  10  and  11 
are  unfinished,  but  so  far  prosperous. 

The  Summer  Term  in  No.  5  commenced  under  unfavorable 
circumstances,  the  previous  Winter  School  being  unfortunate,  but 
finished  with  credit.  The  Teacher  proved  capable,  faithful  and 
firm  in  government ;  the  scholars  manifested  an  interest  in  their 
studies  and  school.  The  closing  exercises  were  pleasant  and  in- 
teresting. The  Winter  Term  was  somewhat  disturbed  by  persist- 
ent ill  conduct  on  the  part  of  certain  scholars,  who  were  finally 
expelled  by  the  Committee.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  miscon- 
duct complained  of  was  not  confined  to  insubordination  in  the 
school-room,  or  subject  to  the  Teacher's  control,  and  in  no  way 
reflects  upon  her  skill  or  fidelity. 

In  District  No.  2,  complaints  and  dissatisfaction  arose  during 
the  Winter,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  rendered 
it  advisable  that  the  Teacher  be  permitted  to  resign  her  charge  to 
another,  who  brought  the  school  to  a  successful  close.  There  is 
in  this  District  a  marked  and  injurious  irregularity  of  attendance. 

The  Schools  in  North  Easton  are  prolonged  beyond  the  ordina- 
ry length,  by  private  liberality,  and  continue  to  do  credit  to  their 
management;  fully  justifying  the  interest  shown  by  the  people  of 
the  District. 
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The  School  in  Union  District  No.  8,.  has  been  for  the  year  in 
charge  of  the  Stoughton  Committee,  and  statistics  are  not  in  our 
possession. 

In  No.  9,  during  the  Winter  Term,  one  scholar  was  suspended 
by  the  Committee  for  direct  disobedience  and  truancy,  until 
proper  acknowledgment  should  be  made,  which  was  refused.— 
The  School  was  successful,  although  having  to  contend  with  a 
prejudice  and  influence  adverse  to  its  highest  prosperity. 

As  appears  from  the  foregoing  Report,  the  Committee  have  felt 
obliged  in  several  instances,  to  exercise  their  authority  to  expel  a 
scholar  from  school ;  a  power  rarely  and  reluctantly  exerted,  and 
only  when  the  interests  of  the  school  manifestly  require  it.  The 
necessity  for  this  last  resort  is  plainly  traceable  to  an  erroneous 
home  influence,  which  suffers  and  encourages  a  rebellious  spirit, 
taking  the  part  of  a  child  against  the  most  judicious  government 
and  discipline.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  such  a  course  is  directing 
some  of  our  youth  into  the  path  of  future  crime  and  misery. — 
Foremost  among  the  causes  of  failure  in  our  schools  must  be 
ranked  a  mistaken  feeling  of  parents,  which,  overlooking  the  real 
interests  of  the  child,  sets  itself  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of  a 
Teacher,  thus  destroying  his  power  for  good,  and  bringing  to 
naught  his  labors. 

The  evil  of  Truancy  is  increasing  with  a  result  fatal  to  order 
and  advancement  in  school.  This  subject  was  noticed  in  the  Re- 
port of  last  year,  and  the  law  quoted,  requiring  Towns  to  take  ac- 
tion thereon.  We  would  again  call  attention  to  it,  and  suggest 
that  the  action  and  By  Laws  then  proposed  be  adopted,  or  that 
a  Committee  of  suitable  persons  be  chosen  to  prepare  others  to 
meet  the  case,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

A  feeling  is  steadily  gaining  ground  in  favor  of  abolishing  the 
District  system,  fruitful  of  so  many  disadvantages  and  abuses  ; 
and  this  fact  is  our  apology  for  once  more  referring  to  the  subject. 
The  proposed  change  goes  no  further  than  to  put  the  School  prop- 
erty into  the  hands  of  the  Town,  with  proper  compensation  to  the 
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Districts,  together  with  the  supply  of  Teachers,  and  all  responsi- 
bility connected  with  the  business  of  instruction.  No  different 
location  of  School  Houses  necessarily  follows.  We  hope  the  time 
is  near  when  the  experiment  will  be  tried. 

We  notice  in'  several  school-rooms  a  great  want  of  suitable  fur- 
niture and  apparatus;  especially  of  black  boards,  which  are  indis- 
pensable as  books  in  the  work  of  instruction.  A  want  which  can 
be  so  easily  and  cheaply  supplied,  should  be.  Some  of  the  School 
Houses  are  without  adequate  ventilation ;  the  windows  cannot  be 
lowered  from  the  top,  and  no  change  of  air  is  procurable  without 
exposing  the  pupil  to  danger  from  draughts.  In  certain  of  them 
the  atmosphere  is  absolutely  pestilential. 

Nothing  will  lead  more  surely  to  the  correction  of  evils  we 
have  noticed,  and  others,  than  an  earnest  co-operation  of  Parents 
with  their  Teachers  and  Committee  ;  evidenced  by  frequent  visits 
to  the  school-room — a  more  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with 
its  methods  and  government, — by  conferring  with  Teachers  in  a 
friendly  and  appreciative  spirit ;  and  by  securing  the  punctual 
attendance  and  cheerful  obedience  of  their  children.  If  parents 
will  do  their  duty  in  these  respects,  the  gain  will  be  great  and 
the  labor  amply  rewarded. 

GEO.  G.  WITHINGTON, 

for  the  Committee, 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


a 

o 

o 

us 

■ 

Children  betwei 
5  and  15  years 

Length  of  Scho 
in  weeks. 

Whole  number 
Scholars. 

Scholars  oyer 
years. 

Scholars  under 
years. 

Average  atten 
ance. 

Teachers  wages 
per  month. 

JCost  of  each 
scholar  per  wee 

Apportionment 
of 

School  money. 

1.  feu  miner. 

66 

12 

55 

4 

3 

54.5 

$24.00 

$.092- 

$274.32 

Winter.* 

12 

68 

5 

1 

57. 

40.00 

.153- 

2.  Summer. 

47 

12 

34 

0 

0 

29.9 

28.00 

.205- 

230.48 

vv  inter. 

12 

35 

5 

0 

27.6 

f37.90 

.264- 

3.  Summer. 

33 

13 

32 

1 

1 

26.2 

25.00 

.195- 

198.19 

Winter. 

12 

32 

6 

0 

26.9 

30,00 

,234- 

4.  Summer. 

33 

12 

36 

0 

0 

28.7 

28.00 

.194- 

198.19 

Winter.* 

12 

33 

5 

1 

28.5 

32.00 

.242- 

5.  Summer. 

34 

12 

29 

0 

0 

23.1 

28.00 

.241- 

200.48 

Winter. 

12 

28 

1 

0 

23,3 

30.00 

.267- 

6.  Summer. 

15 

12 

23 

1 

1 

19.8 

24.00 

.260n 

156.66 

W  inter. 

12 

20 

2 

1 

15.5 

28.50 

.356- 

7.  Summer. 

296 

12 

288 

8 

5 

233.8 

142.00 

.123- 

1049.08 

Winter. 

12 

282 

9 

3 

223. 

144.00 

.124- 

8.  Summer. 

43 

12 

221.26 

Winter. 

12 

9.  Summer. 

36 

13 

42 

1 

4 

32. 

25.00 

.148- 

205.13 

Winter, 

12 

39 

2 

0 

30. 

36.00 

.230- 

10.  Summer. 

42 

12 

30 

1 

0 

20. 

27.00 

.225- 

218.95 

*Winter. 

13 

36 

11 

0 

29.1 

45,00 

.312- 

11.  Summer. 

43 

12 

44 

4 

0 

39. 

28.00 

.159- 

221.26 

*  Winter. 

12 

48 

9 

0 

42.4 

50.00 

.260- 

Total, 

688 

267 

I.214+ 

$3174.00 

*Uafinished. 


jAverage. 


JFor  instruction  only, 
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NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS, 

WHO   HAVE  NOT   BEEN   ABSENT   OR   TARDY   DURING  A  TERM, 


District  No.  1. 
Eva  L.  Willis, 
Carrie  A.  Morse, 
Charles  D.  Simpson, 
Henry  F.  Frost, 
*Fred  H.  Greenleaf, 
Albert  S.  Lothrop, 
Clarence  M.  Dunbar, 
Merton  A.  Ripley, 
A.  T.  Macomber.  9 

District  No.  2. 

Lizzie  Reed, 
*Mary  Mansfield, 
*Helen  Clapp, 
Alice  Pool, 
Lizzie  Smith, 

Roger  Howard.  6 

District  No.  3. 
Ella  A.  Pool, 
S.  Lizzie  Heath, 
Isabella  G.  Heath, 
Lottie  M.  Heath, 
^Eveline  A.  Drake, 
Ella  F.  Howard, 
Elmira  A.  Howard, 
Hannah  Ramsdell, 
George  W.  Hunt, 
Arthur  F.  Pool, 
Herbert  A.  Pool, 
^George  W.  Pool, 
Charles  R.  Hunt.  13 

District  No.  4. 

Katie  Williams, 

Ellis  Williams, 

*Clifton  Williams, 

*John  Williams, 

Edgar  Williams, 

Jesse  Williams, 

George  Henshaw, 

Ira  Gardner.  8 

District  No.  5. 

^Nellie  A.  Rollins, 

Jerusha  J.  White, 

Carrie  E.  Evans, 

^Jennie  S.  Rollins, 

Alice  J.  Linehan, 

*  Charles  W.  Evans, 

^George  J.  Rollins, 

Joseph  Linehan.  8 

District  No.  6. 

*Elma  M.  Buck, 

Abbie  H.  Buck, 

Lizzie  F.  Britton, 

Warren  B.  Wilson.  4 


District  No.  7. 

Elsie  H.  King, 
Mary  Higginbottom, 
Abbie  Randall, 
Mary  Conboy, 
Lizzie  Hallihan, 
Mary  Deneen, 
Mary  Convoy, 
Katie  McGinty, 
Julia  Minton, 
Anna  Donahue, 
Mary  Healy, 
*John  Fox, 
Timothy  Lyons, 
Michael  Convoy, 
Dennis  Leary, 
Chas.  W.  Higginbottom, 
*Fred.  H.  Lake, 
John  Baldwin, 
Willie  Conlin, 
Charles  Coggswell, 
Wm.  Doherty, 
Charles  Phillips, 
Fred.  Ripley, 

Thomas  Rigney  24 

District  No.  9, 

George  W.  Reed,  - 

Herbert  J.  Collingwood, 

Daniel  Buckley, 

Nathaniel  H.  Murphy, 

Bradley  F.  Murphy, 

Ellen  M.  Torrey.  6 

District  No.  10. 

Amelia  A.  Keitb, 

Emmeletta  E.  Smith, 

*Horace  M.  Allen, 

*Athel  E.  Gooch, 

Alfonso  F.  Gooch, 

James  B.  Smith, 

Deroyce  R.  Smith, 

George  N.  Lincoln, 

*Ozro  L.  Randall.  9 

District  No.  11. 
^Lizzie  A.  Phillips, 
Emma  K.  Corbett, 
Hattie  F.  Drake, 
Charles  Belcher, 
*Frank  F.  Hill, 
James  McKeon, 
Granville  Hayward, 
Frank  E.  King, 
Amasa  Record, 

Lafayette  M.  Hill.  10 
Total  97, 

*  Both  terms. 


REPORTS 


OF  THE  „  '  <~    '  H 

ASSESSORS,  j 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


OF  THE 


REPORTS 

OF  THE 

ASSESSORS, 

AND 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE^ 

OF  THE  v 

TOWN  OF  EASTON, 
For  the  year  ending  February  1st,  186& 


TAUNTON-. 

fc.  A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  1  UNION  BLOCK* 

1 86& 
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REPORT 

Of  Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Overseers  of  Poor* 


The  following  Report  of  the  inancial  condition  of  the  town,  Febru- 
ary 1,  1868,  is  respectfully  submitted: 

ALMSHOUSE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Account  of  Stock  at  Almshouse  Feb.  1,  1868. 


18  1-2  tons  English  hay, 
2  1-2     "    meadow  " 

$462.50 

25.00 

1-3        #  straw, 

5.00 

1  horse, 

90.00 

2  oxen, 

240.00 

8  cows, 

400.00 

4  swine, 

30.00 

8  fowls, 

8.00 

57  bushels  corn, 

85.50 

7       "  rye, 

1L90 

15     "  barley, 

22.50 

3       "  oats, 

3.00 

75     "  •  potatoes, 

75.00 

8       "      French  turnips, 

4.80 

200  lbs.  fine  feed, 

4.80 

160  "  bacon, 

27.20 

500  "  pork, 

70.00 

270  «  beef, 

32.40 

28    "  butter, 

13.44 

76    "  lard, 

12.67 

63    "  candles, 

10.50 

20    "    dried  apples, 

3.00 

1    bbl.  vinegar, 

12.00 

7     "  cider, 

56.00 

1 1-2"  apples, 

6.00 

1      "  soap, 

4.80 

1      "  flour, 

13.50 

Groceries, 

6.00 

1,735  51 
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EXPENDITURES  OF  ALMSHOUSE 

Paid  for  groceries*  114.93 

"       flour,  145.75 

grain,     <  223.24 

salt,  15.23 

*  meat  and  fisb,  33.52 
"  soap,  6.86, 
"i       clothing  and  bedding,  93.37 

furniture,  9.57 

"       labor  on  farm,  198.46 

u       farming  tools,  56.99t 

u-        repairs  on  buildings,  8.19 

u       grass  and  garden  seeds,.  8.75 

*  blacksmithing,  25.96 
"  stock,  61.75 
"  making  cider,  9.80 
"        medicine  and  medical  aid*  20.25 

*  carriage  hire,  4.50 
"  burials,  26.50 
"        town  farm  tax,  26.99 

*  braiding  straw,  2.01 
"  school  books,  2.80 
"        curing  hams,  5.25 

Francis  Dunbar,  Warden,  for  12  mos.  service*  400.00 

Hay,  stock,  &c,  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1867.  1,697.27 


$3,197.94 


EEOEIPTS  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


1,115  lbs.  butter, 

429.74 

Milk, 

112.94 

Calves, 

69.00 

Hide, 

5.13 

Vinegar  and  cider, 

157.11 

Eggs  and  fowls, 

20.39 

Potatoes  and  turnips, 

103.17 

Straw  braid, 

26.05 

Hay, 

102.98 

Work  done  for  individuals, 

112.45 

Grain, 

8.20 

Lard, 

21.31 

Meat, 

27.92 

Apples, 

17.37 

Pasture, 

8.00 

Candles, 

1.15 

Straw, 

8.20 

Old  Iron, 

6.04 

1,237.1§ 
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Amount  brought  forward,  1,237.15 

Use  of  lockup,  3.00 

Stock,  49.80 

Cranberries,  51.00 

Use  of  hearse  for  42  funerals  in  town,  42.00 

"          "     "    1       "    out    "  3-Q0 

Hay,  stock,  &c,  on  hand,  Feb.  1,  1868,  1,735.51 


1,884  31 
$3,121.46 


Expenditures  of  Almshouse,  3.197.94 
Receipts,  3,121.46 


Balance  against  Almshouse,  $76.48 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Age. 

Otis  French,  7U 
Asa  Drake,  53 
George  Quinley,  68 
Ellen  M.  Torrey,  11 
Ziba  Wade,  57 
Nathaniel  H.  Murphy,  10 
Frederic  E.  Murphy,  5 
Daniel  Howard,  (died)  72 
Zachary  Drake,  75 
Rhoda  Drake,  65 
George  P.  Phillips,  3 
Orvil  A.  Randall,  12 
Elizabeth  Ann  Randall,  23 

Transient  Paupers, 

Admitted  the  past  year, 

Discharged, 

Died. 


Weeks. 

52 
52 
52 
52 
52 
52 
52 
7 
24 
24 
35 
26 


10 

5 
3 


Average  number  for  the  year, 


George  Wade,  (died)  26 
Bradley  F.  Murphy,  11 
Jas.  H.H.  Torrey,  died,  12 


Age.  Weeks. 


Rebecca  Allen, 
Almah  Dickerman, 
Ella  A.  Dickerman, 
Amos  Wade, 
Noah  White, 
William  Taylor, 
Charles  W.  Randall, 
Sarah  A.  Randall, 
Charles  M.  Randall, 
Asahel  O.  Randall, 


Now  in  Almshouse, 

Males, 

Females, 


67 
21 
16 
51 
13 
8 

63 
56 
36 
24 


1 

ia 

5 
21 
24 
8 
3 
7 
5 


10 


17 

12 

5 


11  7*52 


The  expenditures  of  the  Almshouse  exceed  the  income  of  the  farm 
seventy-six  dollars,  forty-eight  cents. 
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EXPENSE  OF  POOE  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE, 


Raynham, 

aid  to  Zachary  Drake, 

122.20 

Samuel  Jones, 

a 

ti  a 

63.00 

Welcome  Dunbar, 

a 

Betsey  Smith, 

9.00 

u  a 

^ 

Eveline  Legrow, 

16.00 

a  a 

Leonard  Ayers, 

34.50 

H.  W.  Howard, 

a 

Polly  Randall, 

3.50 

it     a  a 

ti 

Solomon  Stone, 

14.44 

Seba  Howard, 

a 

Mrs.  Mullins, 

.3.00 

Milo  Manley, 

ft 

a  a 

4.00 

East  Bridgwater, 

a 

Amos  Wade, 

16.00 

a  (( 

« 

Julia  Phillips, 

5.00 

Abijah  Tisdale, 

it 

Julia  Murphy, 

6.62 

Fred.  L.  Ames, 

a 

ti  a 

32.00 

Francis  Middleton, 

a 

ii  ii 

18.64 

Tisdale  Harlow, 

a 

ii  ii 

15.00 

William  Ames, 

a 

Solomon  Stone, 

4.95 

Francis  E.  Gilmore, 

" 

a  a 

12.00 

State  Lunatic  Hospita 

I," 

John  W.  Marshall, 

224.58 

State  Nautical  School, 

a 

Davis  Wade, 

26.00 

ii                   ,i  it 

u 

Edgar  G.  Freeman, 

7.21 

U                    ti  ii 

John  P.  Leary, 

4.35 

Alford, 

« 

Shepard  Packard, 

67.66 

Hanson, 

if 

George  P.  Phillips, 

2.00 

Stoughton, 

ii 

Charles  W.  Randall, 

160.95 

John  Kimball, 

ti       a  a 

2.00 

Mansfield, 

Orvil  A.  Randall, 

3.00 

Sharon, 

« 

Charles  E.  Randall, 

16.00 

Plymouth, 

a 

James  R.  Harlow, 

30.21 

O.  Ames  &  Sons, 

a 

Silas  Shaw, 

15.00 

Frost  &.  Drake, 

u 

Solomon  Stone, 

103.46 

a 

Leonard  Ayers, 

15.00 

a 

Eveline  Legrow, 

32.00 

John  T.  Kimball, 

it 

Peter  Nelson, 

120.00 

a      a  u 

a 

Sarah  A.  Hersey, 

35.03 

a      a  a 

a 

Silas  Shaw, 

10,64 

a      it  a 

a 

Solomon  Stone, 

15.97 

ti      kt  a 

a 

Wm.  P.  Clapp, 

16.30 

a      a  a 

ii 

George  W.  Drake, 

8.54 

a      u  it 

a 

Albert  James, 

12.38 

a      a  a 

a 

Betsey  Smith, 

3.00 

a      »(  it 

%t 

Hosea  Wade, 

10,97 

Caleb  Swan,  Medical  j 

ittendance, 

20.00 

  1,342.10 

Amount  paid  and  due  from  other  towns,  213.91 


Balance, 


1,128.19 
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TOWN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Public  Schools,-  $3,000.00 
Highways,  2,500.00 
State  Tax,  10,200.00 
County "  £,108.61 
Overlay,  194.29 

_  $18,002.9$ 


Valuation  of  tie  Town,  May  1st,  1867. 

Real  Estate,  833,196.00 

Personal  Estate,  904,835.00 

Total  valuation,  -  —  $1,738,031.00 

Number  of  Polls  taxed,  864 

Poll  tax,  $2.00 

Rate  per  cent,  62  cents  on  $100.00V 


Appropriation  for  Softools,— Divided  as  follows: 

district  No.  1,   No.  of  Scholars,    57    Cost  of*  Schools,  $257.78 


it 

"  2, 

a 

ii 

34 

a 

a 

208.79 

it 

"  3, 

ii 

tt 

33 

u 

a 

206.66 

ii 

"  4, 

ii 

it 

24 

u 

tt 

187.49 

it 

"  5, 

ii 

ii 

34 

a 

tt 

208.70 

tt 

"  6, 

ii 

it 

19 

a 

a 

176.84 

H 

«  7> 

ii 

it 

338 

a 

tt 

856.31 

ti 

"  8, 

it 

it 

55 

a 

,t 

254.52 

it 

«  9, 

it 

ii 

38 

a 

a 

217.31 

ii 

»  10, 

tt 

ti 

37 

hi 

tt 

215.18 

(6 

"11, 

ti 

tt 

3& 

ft 

tt 

210.92 

704 

$3,000.50 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

taid  John  Kimball,  selectman,  assessor  and  over- 
seer of  poor,  92.00 
"       "        "       use  of  horse  and  carriage,  14.24 

"  Horace'  D.  Howard,  selectman,  &c,  59.50 
"        "  "       use  of  horse  and  carriage,  8.33 

"  Joseph  Barrows,  selectman,  &c,  61.00 
"       "  "       use  of  horse  and  carriage,  10.10 

"  John  Kimball,  collecting,  recording  and  return- 
ing 105  births,  55  deaths,  and 
22  marriages,  45.00 

u  George  G.  Withington,  school  committee,  55.25 
«    Edward  R.  Hayward,       «  "  36.75 

«'    Hiram  Phillips,  constable,  16.00 


$398.17 


Guide  boards  remain  same  as  last  year. 

JOHN  KIMBALL,  )        Selectmen,  Assessors, 

HORACE  D.  HOWARD,  }■  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
JOSEPH  BARROWS.     )  of  Boston. 

Easton,  Feb.  1st,  1868, 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Town  of  Boston,  in  account  with  J.  KIMBALL,  Treasurer, 

Dr.  To  raid,— 

Catherine  Gorman,  note  and  interest,  106.56 


Bridget  McKeon, 

tt  tt 

a 

210.36 

Mary  Fitzpatrick, 

3 

it  it 

1,478.28 

Harriet  S.  Packard, 

it  it 

tt 

514.83 

Olive  H.  French, 

a  tt 

a 

229.53 

Lewis  R.  Randall. 

it  tt 

a 

212.73 

Thomas  Williams, 

tt  it 

t. 

115.03 

Tisdale  Godfrey, 

it  tt 

u 

219.36 

First  Nat.  Bank,  Easton, 

it  it 

1,012.50 

William  S.  Andrews, 

it  it 

tt 

80.62 

Eliza  T.  Andrews, 

it  tt 

a 

219.69 

Emory  Goward, 

2 

it  a 

tt 

417.65 

Abby  D.  Goward, 

ft  it 

tt 

174.18 

F.  Josephine  Randall, 

ti  a 

u 

237.42 

Ann  M.  Randall, 

u  a 

tt 

229.43 

George  M.  Simpson, 

a  tt 

tt 

307.72 

Rebecca  Randall, 

il  it 

u 

93.12 

Jane  H.  Wilbar, 

a  tt 

u 

116.42 

Marcus  Packard, 

tt  it 

tt 

125.88 

East  Bridgewater,     Aid  to  Amos  Wade, 

16.00 

it  it 

u 

Julia  Phillips, 

5.00 

Alford, 

u 

Shepard  Packard, 
Geo.  P.  Phillips, 

67.66 

Hanover, 

a 

2.00 

Stoughton, 

a 

Charles  W.  Randall 

160.95 

Mansfield, 

tt 

Orvil  A.  Randall, 

3.00 

Sharon, 

a 

Charles  E.  Randall, 

16.00 

Raynham, 

a 

Zachary  Drake, 

122.20 

Plymouth, 

a 

James  R.  Harlow, 

30.21 

State  Lunatic  Hospital, 

tt 

John  W.  Marshall, 

223.58 

"    Nautical  School, 

u 

Davis  Wade, 
Edgar  G.  Freeman, 

26.00 

a          tt  u 

u 

7.21 

tt          u  a 

tt 

John  P.  Lake, 

4.35 

Abijah  Tisdale, 

it 

Julia  Murphy, 

6.62 

Fred.  L.  Ames, 
Francis  Middleton, 

it 

tt 

a 

32.00 

it 

a 

a 

18.64 

Tisdale  Harlow. 

a 

tt 

a 

15.00 

Milo  Manley, 

a 

Mrs.  Mullins. 

4.00 

Seba  Howard, 

a 

a 

a 

3.00 

William  Ames, 

a 

Solomon  Stone, 

4.95 

$6,101.31 


768.37 


$6,869.68 


IO 


Amount  brought  forward, 


$6,869.6& 


Francis  E.  Gilmore,  aid  to  Solomon  Stone, 

12.00 

H.  W.  Howard, 

a 

tt  tt 

14.44 

J.  T.  Kimball, 

a 

a  ti 

15.97 

Frost  &  Drake, 

a 

a  u 

103.46 

Welcome  Dunbar, 

tt 

Betsey  Smith, 
tt  "  tt 

9.00 

J.  T.  Kimball, 
Welcome  Dunbar, 

tt 

3.00 

tt 

Elveline  Legro, 

16.00 

Frost  &  Drake, 

tt 

a  a 

32.00, 

Welcome  Dunbar, 

it 

Leonard  Ayers, 

it  ti 

34.50 

Frost  &  Drake, 

ti 

15.00 

Samuel  Jones, 

it 

Zachary  Drake, 

63.00 

J.  Kimball, 

0.  Ames  &  Sons, 

It 

Charles  W.  Randall, 

2.00 

it 

Silas  Shaw, 

15,00 

J.  X.  Kimball, 

it 

tt  tt 

10.64 

tt  tt 

ti 

Hosea  Wade, 

10.97 

a  .( 

ti 

Peter  Nelson, 

120.00 

a  a 

u 

Sarah  A.  Hersey, 

35.03 

a  u 

Wm.  P.  Clapp, 

16.30 

i<  U 

it 

Geo.  W.  Drake, 

8.54 

a  tt 

a 

Albert  James, 

12.38 

Horace  W.  Howard,  " 

Polly  Randall, 

3.50 

School  District,  No.  1, 

245.25 

a              a  a 

2, 

220.11 

u              a  it 

3, 

148.94 

tt              tt  tt 

4, 

181.00 

tt              a  tt 

5, 

206.78 

tt              tt  n 

6, 

176.15 

tt              .<  it 

7, 

856.31 

tt              tt  tt 

8, 

248.50 

u              tt  a 

9, 

217,31 

u              tt  tt 

10, 

223.00 

«              a          a  11? 

Treasurer  Congregationalist  Farish,  use  of  Hall, 

381.42 

60.00 

George  W.  Keith, 

as  per  vote  of  town, 

137.50 

Francis  Dunbar,  Warden, 

400.00 

County  Tax, 
State  " 

6  per  cent,  on  all  taxes, 

Edmund  H.  Bennett,  for  services, 

Edward  R.  Hayward,  "       "  School  Committee 

Geo.  G.  Withington,  "       "       "  « 

State  aid  to  Eliza  J.  Packard, 
«     «    «   Margaret  Slattery, 
"     "    «   Louisa  McCullough,  . 
"     •*   "   George  A.  Lackey, 


2,108.61 
10,200.00 
750.17 
25.00 
36.75 
55.25 
96.00 
96.00 
32.00 
120.00 


17,774.78 


$24,644.46 


li 


oiaie 

aid 

to  John  Murphy, 

30  00 

it 

a 

Timothy  Murphy, 

72.00 

it 

a 

n 

JLydia  ±5.  v\  lliis, 

96.00 

ii 

a 

Mary  Richards, 

48.00 

ii 

a 

Salome  Lothrop, 

48.00 

ii 

n 

Elizabeth  t.  Fool, 

9fi  00 

■ii 

a 

it 

James  McEvoy, 

1 68  00 

i. 

a 

"1%  T    1  '       1    TIT  1    *  a 

Melind  vv  hite, 

48.00 

ii 

<< 

(Jarohne  Hill, 

96.00 

if 

a 

a 

Hnrripf  "P  Brittnn 

96  00 

ii 

a 

a 

Geo.  N.  Blanchard, 

120.00 

'« 

u 

u 

Annie  Haney, 

96.00 

•ii 

a 

a 

Charlotte  E.  Hansell* 

20.00 

ii 

a 

a 

Lawrence  Lamb, 

8.00 

1st 

ii 

a 

Ellen  Nash, 

24.00 

ii 

ii 

tt 

Hannah  Flaherty, 

52.00 

ii 

St 

a 

Emeline  Legro, 

104.00 

ii 

ii 

u 

Fidelia  Phillips, 

80.00 

ii 

ii 

n 

Ansalem  Lansraan, 

25.00 

$24,644.46 


returning  105  births,  55  deaths, 

and  22  marriages,  45.00 

Joseph  Barrows,  hand  cuffs  and  police  badge,  4.65 

Sextons,  for  returning  59  deaths,  5.90 
George  Cogswell  and  J.  M.  Mills,  for  returning  34 

births  in  the  year  1865,  8.50 

John  Kimball,  taxes  remitted  for  the  years  1865-6,  218.42 

Crummett's  Express,  for  law  reports,  1.40 

A.  A.  Rotch,       for  oath  on  returns,  .50 

G.  W.  Kennedy,    "     "    "      "  .25 

A.  Hack  &  Son,  for  Printing,  45.00 

Hiram  Phillips,  Constable,  16.00 

Easton  Post  Office,  for  Postage,  2.99 

John  Kimball,  stationery,  6.00 

Highway  District  No.  1,  snow  bill,  221.45 

"          "    1  "    "  Randall  bridge,  661.67 

"          "       «     «  long  swamp  *  46.89 

"          «       «    2,  snow  bill,  70.00 

"          "       "    "  extra  work  on  road,  15.75 

"       "    3,  snow  bill,  97.95 

«          "       "    "  Pool  bridge,  45.29 

"          "'      "    "  Gallows  "  106.87 

u    4,  snow  bill,  137.75 

**          "       "    "  extra  work  on  road,  8.67 

u          «       M    5,  snow  bill,  123.81 


3,217.71 


$27,862.17 


12 


Amount  brought  forward,  $27,8^2.17 


« 

n         it     @      a  a 

102.25 

(t 

72.60 

it 

(C       "    "  extra  work  on  road, 

4.32 

a 

"       "    9  snow  bill, 

80.23 

u 

it           ((   10      "  " 

100.05 

a 

(i           "   11      "  " 

135.03 

tt 

"       "   a   extra  work  on  road, 

20.66 

John  Kimball,  selectman,  &c, 

106.24 

Horace  D.  Howard,  "  " 

67.83 

Joseph  Barrows,      "  " 

71.10 

Cash  and  uncollected  tax  bills  in  hands  of  Treas- 

urer, 

2,818.81 

$31,441.29' 


Cr. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Feb.  1,  1867,  5,978.63 
Received  of  State  Treasurer,  for  balance  due  on 

Incorporated  stock  tax,  1866,  1,122.45 
do.  do.  do.  1867,  8,849.54 
"  of  Newton,  60.72 
«  Canton,  153.00 
"  «  F.  N.  Bank  of  Easton,  on  loan,  1,000.00 
"  "  T.  G.  Marshall,  for  J.  W.  Marshall,  15.00 
"  "  State  Treasurer,  aid  to  pauper,  5.00 
"      "    "  "  "  "  volunteers  and 

families  of  1,400.00 
«  «  David  Farrington  for  pedler's  license,  10.00 
"  "  Assessors  return  of  Taxes,  12,502.90 
"  "  F,  Dunbar,  Warden  of  Town  Farm,  244.05 
"      «   "       "     Liquor  Agent,  100.00 

 $31,441.29 


JOHN  KIMBALL,  treasurer. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  TBEASUKY,  FEB.  1,  1868, 

£>ue  School  Districts,  608.00 

Francis  Dunbar,  400.00 

"    Parish,  60,00" 

"    Estimated  snow  bills,  240.00 

"        "        on  account  of  paupers,  125.00 


1,433.00' 


ASSETS. 

Cash  and  uncollected  tax  bills  in  hands  of  Treks.,  2,818.81 

Due  from  State  for  aid  to  volunteers,  2,143.15 

"    Canton,  132.00 

"   Newton,  35.03 

"       "   Dover,  83.50 

"       "   West  Bridgewater,  12.38 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  $3,197.87- 


5,224.87 
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LIST  OF  DEATHS  IN  1867. 


itfo.      Date.  Name. 

Age. 

Disease. 

Yrs.  Mos.  Ds, 

1  Jan. 

3,  Caroline  Dailey, 

K  A 

D 

14 

Consumption ; 

2 

17,  Hannah  Dunbar, 

Q  A 

84 

Q 
b 

1  o 

Old  age. 

3 

24,  Walter  C.  Nye, 

i 
1 

Premature. 

4 

24,  Sylvia  Batchelder, 

1  o 

A 

4 

Gastro  Praemonits^ 

5 

29,  Joseph  Holmes, 

OA 

80 

y 

22 

Old  age. 

6  Feb. 

3,  Sidney  French, 

A  Q 

y 

1 1 

Lung  fever. 

7 

8 

7,  Whitten, 

8,  George  Wade, 

ZO 

0 

Influenza. 
Consumption. 

9 

lo,  Hannah  M.  Gilmore, 

A  Q 

4y 

Q 

O 

zo 

Ovarian  Tumor. 

10 

24,  Floriana  J.  Carpenter, 

10 

1  1 
1 1 

lo 

Inflamation  or  bowels. 

11 

25,  Abby  A.  French, 

A  A 

44 

Heart  disease. 

12 

26,  Margaret  Foley, 

Q 

o 

Convulsions. 

13  Mar. 

8,  Florence  O'Neil, 

9,  James  H.  H.  Torrey, 

OQ 

zo 

Congestion  of  Lungs. 

14 

.iZ 

Disease  of  Brain. 

15 

19,  Jeremiah  Monk, 

to 

o 

o 

lo 

Lung  fever. 

16 

20,  Daniel  Howard, 

71 

Old  age. 

17  Apr. 

9,  Eva  A.  Randall, 

7 

Lung  Fever. 

18 

17,  James  Riley, 

1 

1 

Ecyema. 

19 

27,  Harriet  Storey, 

76 

A 

9 

net 

22 

Inflamation  of  Lungs. 

20  May  27,  Olive  Lothrop, 

K  K 
00 

1  A 
1U 

1  A 

14 

Dry  Gangrene.; 

21  June 

2,  Patrick  Harlow, 

Of) 

oz 

Erysipelas. 

22 

4,  Charles  Doherty, 

7 

JO 

h 

Spotted  Fever. 

23 

11,  Rebecca  Upham, 

59 

Dropsy  in  Chest. 

24 

13,  Mary  Reccords, 

OZ 

Pleurisy  Fever. 

25 

23,  Jonathan  Drake, 

79 

6 

20 

Old  age. 

26  July  17,  Minerva  Henshaw, 

76 

27 

24,  Elizabeth  S.  Pratt, 

48 

11 

19 

Bronchitis; 

28 

29,  Minnie  C.  Belcher, 

17 

8 

22 

Heart  disease. 

29 

31,  Deborah  M.  Lincoln, 

57 

2 

28 

Cancer  Gastrites. 

30  Aug. 

7,  Freeman  Drake, 
9,  Mary  E.  Littlefield4,  • 

67 

9 

Erebro  Spinal. 

31 

20 

3 

9 

82 

12,  Ellen  F.  Danahy. 

5 

4 

Cholera  Infantum. 

33 

14,  Ernest  E.  White, 
23,  Mary  E.  Woodbury, 

1 

34 

15 

11 

10 

Typhoid  Fever. 

85 

27,  Grace  N.  Morse, 

1  11  25  Dysentery  Convulsions^ 

36  Sept.  16,  Mary  J.  Riordon: 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough. 

87 

29,  Milly  Buck. 

99 

2 

12 

Old  age. 

38  Oct. 

4,  Mary  Carney, 

60 

Dysentery. 

36 

8,  Ellen  F.  Linehan, 

4 

Inanition. 

40 

25,  Mary  A.  Drake, 

70 

1 

20 

Paralysis. 

41 

27,  Mary  Phillips, 

74 

10 

27 

Congestion  of  Lungs. 

42  Nov. 

3,  Susan  H.  Copeland, 

67 

3 

20 

Disease  of  Heart. 

43 

10,  Francis  Williams, 

92 

4 

2 

Old  age. 

44 

17,  Ellen  F.  Dean, 
17,  Mary  A.  Perry , 

4 

2 

25 

Diptheria. 

45 

9 

2 

6 

is 


46 

26,  Rachel  Manley, 

63 

47 

26,  Abram  James, 

26 

10 

48  . 

28,  Sarah  L.  Ferry, 

6 

3 

26 

4y  Dec. 

Georgiana  Dillard, 

lo 

50 

5,  Catherine  Murphy, 

30 

51 

9,  Catherine  McGlenchy, 

1 

5 

52 

10,  John  W.  Fountain, 

3 

3 

26 

53 

17,  Sarah  R.  Ames, 

63 

7 

27 

54 

23,  Sally  Godfrey, 

82 

11 

17 

53 

24,  Francis  Goward, 

94 

4 

4 

Typhoid  Fever. 
Consumption, 
Diptheria. 
Scarletina, 
Consumption, 
Dysentery, 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Dysentery. 
Old  age. 


LIQUOE  AGENCY. 

Dr.  Francis  Dunbar,  Agent, 

In  account  with  Town  of  Easton,  Cr. 


To  liquors  on  hand,  Feb. 
1st,  1867. 
Liquors  purchased, 
Agent's  Salary, 
Profit, 


$140.31 
2,387.56 
100.00 
126.04 


$2,753,91 


By  amount  of  liquors  on 
hand,  Feb.  1,1868, 
Casks  and  measures, 
Amount  of  liquors 
sold, 


266.63 
10,00 

2,477.28 

$2,753.91 


Francis  Dunbar,  Liquor  Agency,  Cash  Account. 
Feb. 


To  cash  on  hand 
1st,  1867, 
Liquors  sold, 


112.48 
2,502.14 


$2,614.62 


By  cash  paid  for  liquors,  2,387.56 
Agent's  salary,  100.00 
License,  25.00 
Paid  into  town  Treasury,  100.00 
Cash  on  hand,  2.06 


$2,614.62 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


oal  (fbamviiiiUt 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  EASTON, 


For  the  year  1867-8. 


TAUNTON: 

A.  HACK  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  7  UNION  BLOCK, 
1868. 


REPORT, 


The  School  Committee  of  Easton  respectfully  present  the  fol- 
lowing  as  their  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  Public 
Schools,  for  the  year  1867-8  : — 


GEO.  G.  WITHINGTON, 
OLIVER  AMES,  2d, 
EDWARD  R.  HAYWARDj 


School  Committee. 


TEACHERS. 


District. 

No.  1, 

"  2, 

"  3, 

«  4, 

"  5, 

"  6, 

"  7, 

"  8, 

"  9, 
"  10, 
"  11. 


Summer. 

Emma  C.  Brownell, 
Ellen  F.  White, 


Henrietta  H.  Gilmore, 

Mary  A.  Lincoln, 
Mary  J.  White, 

Sarah  W.  Barrows, 


Winter. 

George  G.  Within  gton. 
Elbridge  G.  Ames, 
Ellen  M.  Hayward, 
Elbridge  G.  Ames, 
J.  Herbert  Leonard, 
Sarah  B.  Pratt, 
Sarah  W.  Barrows, 
Hepsie  F.  Stearns, 
(  Francis  T.  Crafts,      Assistants, — Emma  Tisdale* 
)  S.  T.  Vincent,  and  L.  E.  Randall. 

(  H.  A.  Lake, 

Hannah  Williams, 
Esther  M.  Simmons,         Edwin  H.  Lothrop, 
Lois  H.  Trescott,  Albert  H.  Drake, 

Elizabeth  W;  beans. 


By  the  census  of  May  1st,  1867,  there  were  in  town,  seven 
hundred  and  four  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen 
years.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  our  schools  for  the  past 
year  has  been  six  hundred  and  ninety-two ;  of  whom  fifty-seven 
were  above  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  nine  were  under  five  years. 
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The  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools.  The  town  forfeited  its  share  of  the  State  fund/ 
not  having  established  a  High  School.  The  average  attendance 
in  all.  the  schools  has  been  77  per  centum  of  the  whole  number  of 
scholars.  The  average  cost  for  instruction  of  each  scholar  for  the 
year  is  $4.47  ;  this  expense  being  greatest  in  district  No.  6,  and 
least  in  district  No.  7. 

For  further  information  we  refer  to  the  following  detailed  re- 
ports, and  the  appended  table  of  statistics. 

District  No.  1. 

A  commendable  interest  is  shown  by  the  people  of  this  District 
in  their  School,  which  goes  far  to  insure  its  prosperity.  The 
Summer  term  was  under  the  continued  charge  of  a  teacher  who 
had  already  been  tested  and  had  won  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  parents  and  pupils.  The  large  attendance  and  consequent 
multiplicity  of  classes,  unavoidable  in  a  mixed  school,  caused  less 
to  be  accomplished  than  might  have  been,  could  more  time  and 
attention  have  been  bestowed  upon  each  class.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of  an  assistant  teacher, 
should  increasing  numbers  render  it  expedient  hereafter  to  em- 
ploy one.  The  school  house  has  been  re-modeled  and  thoroughly 
repaired,  and  is  now  surpassed  by  none  in  convenience,  comfort 
and  appliances. 

District  No.  2. 
That  this  school  has  been  successful  and  profitable  throughout' 
the  year,  we  believe  to  be  the  verdict  of  those  immediately  inter- 
ested. The  teacher  during  the  Summer  term,  though  new  to  the 
business,  proved  herself  competent  and  faithful,  and  the  result  of 
her  endeavors  was  gratifying.  The  district  was  fortunate  in 
securing  for  the  winter,  the  services  of  a  former  instructor  whose 
name  is  a  guaranty  for  thoroughness  in  drill  and  excellence  in- 
discipline. The  Committee  were  more  than  satisfied  with  the 
evidences  of  improvement. 

District  No.  3. 
The  Summer  term  passed  pleasantly,  and  manifested  a  good 
degree  of  progress  under  the  care  of  one  who  had  previously 
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established  herself  as  a  teacher  irt  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District.  Of  the  Winter  term,  at  the  outset,- 
we  cannot  speak  so-  favorably.  The  spirit  of  disorder  prevailed 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  school  was  closed  at  the  expiration  of 
the  seventh  week.  Recommencing,  with  an  experienced  hand  at 
the  helm,  the  turbulent  elements  were  speedily  subdued,  and  its 
present  condition  is  all  that  could  reasonably  be  desired. 

District  No.  4. 
We  have  nothing  especial  to  remark  concerning  the  School  in 
this  District.    There  is  great  need  of  better  school  accommoda- 
tions and  apparatus.     The  Winter  term  is  in  experienced  and 
efficient  hands,  and  promises  to  be  a  profitable  session. 

District  No.  5. 
The  teacher  of  the  Summer  School  during  several  successive 
terms  succeeded  in  establishing  the  pleasantest  relations  with  her 
pupils,  and  her  efforts  were  justly  and  generously  appreciated. 
We  are  happy  to  bear  witness  to  their  good  result.  The  Winter 
term  has  been  prosperous,  speaking  well  for  the  qualifications  and 
skill  of  the  young  teacher  to  whose  charge  it  was  committed. 

District  No.  6. 
This  school,  although  smallest  in  numbers,  of  any  in  town,- 
takes  high  rank  for  quiet  and  orderly  deportment,  and  the  dili- 
gence and  interest  manifested;  The  same  teacher  was  engaged 
for  both  Summer  and  Winter  terms,  but  being  called  to  another 
field  of  labor  before  the  close  of  the  latter,  relinquished  her  post 
to  a  successor.  The  interruption,  involving,  of  course,  a  change 
in  the  methods  of  discipline  and  instruction,  could  not  but  check 
to  some  extent  the  progress  of  the  school ;  without,  however,  re- 
flecting at  all  upon  the  later  management. 

District  No.  7. 
The  Primary  and  Intermediate  departments,  for  most  of  the' 
year,  continued  in  charge  of  long  tried  and  approved  teachers, 
and  maintained  the  high  character  which  they  have  usually  borne. 
The  rapid  increase  of  primary  scholars  rendered  the  accommoda- 
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tions  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  that  department  and  also  neces- 
sitated a  premature  transfer  of  some  classes  to  the  Intermediate 
and  from  the  Intermediate  to  the  Higher.  This  interfered  with 
the  regular  grading  of  the  schools  and  added  much  to  the  labor 
of  instruction.  The  Grammar  school  fell  somewhat  below  its 
standard  of  order  and  deportment,  and  failed  to  give  general 
satisfaction.  The  present  term  commenced  with  a  new  corps  of 
teachers,  one  of  the  previous  assistants,  only,  retaining  her  place  ; 
for  which  reason  we  do  not  include  it  in  this  report,  except  to  say 
that  the  prospect  is  highly  flattering.  Tha  present  teachers  are — 
in  the  Grammar  Department,  Oliver  Howard,  assisted  by  Sarah 
Spaulding ;  Intermediate,  Susan  Clapp ;  Primary,  Sarah  W. 
Barrows,  assisted  by  Lucy  E.  Randall. 

District  No.  8. 

We  place  this  School  in  the  front  rank  for  intelligence,  general 
appearance,  and  progress  in  scholarship.  This  result  is  owing  in 
part  to  an  unusual  degree  of  interest  displayed  by  parents  and 
friends  ;  the  pains  taken  to  render  pleasant  and  inviting  the 
school-house  and  grounds  ;  in  part  to  the  care  exercised  m  select- 
ing teachers,  and  less  frequent  change  than  is  common'  in  our 
districts.  The  Committee  take  pleasure  In  thus  giving  praise 
where  it  is  due  ;  and  would  also  express  their  appreciation  of  the' 
labors  of  a  teacher  who  does  credit  to  the  native  talent  of  our 
town.    The  Winter  term  has  been  sadly  interrupted  by  sickness. 

District  No.  9. 
The  services  of  one  already  acquainted  with  the  School  were 
secured  for  the  Summer  term,  and  no  disappointment  attended 
the  result.  The  Winter  school  was  taught  by  a  resident  of  the 
district  and  former  pupil,  who  showed  himself  to  possess  peculiar 
fitness  for  the  duties  of  an  instructor,  as  well  as  firmness  and  tact 
in  government,  beyond  what  was  to  be  expected  from  a  beginner. 
Steady  and  satisfactory  improvement  was  evinced  in  deportment, 
and  in  the  various  branches  of  study. 

District  No.  10. 
General  good  order  has  characterized  this  school.    In  some 
inspects  we  are  glad  to  notice  an  improvement  upon  previous 
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years.  The  standard  of  scholarship  is  relatively  below  the 
average,  and  there  is,  in  the  District,  a  seeming  apathy  in  regard 
to  the  educational  demands  of  the  times.  The  school-house  is 
uncomfortable,  ill-ventilated,  and  ill-furnished.  The  attendance 
is  irregular,  and  has  been  especially  so  this  Winter,  by  reason  of 
sickness.  Only  one  of  the  parents  of  the  District  has  visited  the 
school  during  the  Winter,  so  far  ;  yet  the  teachers  have  been 
faithful,  and  progress  is  made. 

District  No.  11. 
The  opinion  of  the  Committee  can  add  nothing  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  teacher  in  this  District,  so  long  and  so  favorably 
known  to  all.  This,  with  the  admitted  character  of  the  school, 
is  assurance  of  its  prosperity.  We  might  speak  of  excellence  in 
discipline  ;  thoroughness  in  drill  and  explanation  ;  the  moral  in- 
fluence brought  to  bear  upon  the  scholars  ;  but  deem  it  sufficient 
to  include  all  these  in  a  general  commendation  of  the  system  of 
instruction  and  government  pursued. 


From  these  brief  remarks  upon  the  several  schools,  it  will  appear 
that  they  compare  favorably  with  those  of  past  years.  There 
have  been  fewer  interruptions,  failures,  and  instances  of  complaint 
and  dissatisfaction,  than  usual.  The  Prudential  Committees  have 
generally  exercised  due  care  and  judgment  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  and  the  result  has  been  in  most  cases  happy.  And,  in 
considering  the  causes  of  success  or  failure,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  lie  wholly  with  the  Teacher.  Sometimes  one  of  medium 
attainments  and  qualifications  will,  under  favoring  circumstances, 
manage  to  pass  the  ordeal  very  creditably :  while  another,  pos- 
sessing superior  fitness  for  the  work,  may,  by  reason  of  indiffer- 
ence, want  of  sympathy,  or  ill-will  and  opposition  without,  find  it 
impossible  to  obtain  or  preserve  within  the  school-room  the  respect 
and  willing  obedience  essential  to  success.  When  a  young 
teacher,  of  good  literary  acquirements  and  full  of  zeal  and  inter- 
est but  wanting  experience  and  the  self-confidence  it  imparts,  fails 
to  accomplish  what  is  expected,  it  is  but  justice  to  ask  how  far  th% 
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Parents  are  chargeable  :  how  far  mis-government  at  home,  want  of 
sympathy  with  her  efforts  and  trials,  disparaging  remarks,  and 
above  all,  a  total  absence  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
school — the  methods  of  discipline  and  instruction  there  pursued, 
the  difficulties  encountered,— have  brought  about  the  evils  and 
failure  complained  of.  In  one,  certainly,  of  our  larger  schools  at 
the  tenth  week  of  our  winter  term,  but  one  individual  belonging 
to  the  district  had  entered  the  school-room  as  a  visitor.  While 
such  apathy  exists  in  regard  to  the  educational  progress  of  our 
children,  there  is  little  justice  in  criticizing  and  condemning  the 
short-comings  of  a  teacher.  It  is  easy  to  find  fault ;  much  better 
would  it  be  to  assist  in  correcting  the  faults  ;  to  aid  instead  of 
throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  those  who  for  six  hours  of  the 
day  stand  in  loco  parentis,  by  giving  them  friendly  encourage- 
ment, deserved  confidence,  and  active  co-operation. 

Your  Committee  have  heretofore  advocated  the  more  general 
employment  of  female  teachers  for  our  schools,  as  a  step  of  wisdom 
and  economy.  We  are  still  of  the  same  mind,  assuming  the  ex- 
istence of  attendant  influences  favorable  to  the  maintenance  of 
good  order  :  the  moral  support  of  parents  given  to  the  teacher. 
But  this  necessary  element  is  not  always  present,  and  where  the 
charge  of  a  school  involves  the  subjugation  of  rude  and  unman- 
nerly, or  vicious  pupils  who  are  under  no  salutary  restraint  else- 
where, but  rather  seem  to  be  encouraged  in  lawlessness  and 
rebellion,  the  expediency  is  manifest  of  employing  such  teachers 
as  can  enforce  respect  and  subordination.  The  only  alternative 
is  to  debar  from  school  privileges  and  discipline  those  who  stand 
most  in  need  of  them. 

The  statute  is  too  often  overlooked  which  requires  the  inculca- 
tion and  enforcement  of  Christian  morals,  as  a  part  of  the  teacher's 
duty.  Some  of  our  scholars  are  without  moral  training  at  home, 
and  bring  to  the  school  habits  of  profane  and  obscene  speech,  to- 
gether with  improper  deportment,  corrupting  in  their  example 
and  influences.  This  is  a  matter  which  comes  within  the  sphere 
of  a  teacher's  authority,  in  dealing  with  which  he  should  have  the 
aid  and  countenance  of  every  parent  and  citizen  who  dreads  the 
contamination  for  the  innocent  and  pure.    The  liability  of  the 
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child  to  contract,  in  secret,  impurity,  and  knowledge  which  is  pol- 
luting to  mind  and  soul,  is  the  great  and  only  serious  objection 
to  the  mingling  of  different  classes  and  conditions  in  public 
schools.  This  objection  is,  in  itself,  sufficiently  serious,  and  the 
danger  calls  for  the  exercise  of  a  watchful  care  in  reforming  or 
rooting  out  the  vicious  element.  Special  care  is  taken  to  guard 
against  the  introduction  of  physical  disease,  but  incomparably 
worse  is  the  contagion  of  moral  uncleanness. 

At  a  town  meeting  last  Fall  to  consider  whether  a  High  School 
should  be  established,  the  School  Committee  was  instructed  to 
open  such  a  school  on  the  first  Monday  of  March — providing  a 
place  and  making  suitable  arrangements  therefor.  We  are  not 
yet  able  to  make  a  report,  but  take  this  opportunity  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  subject.  The  conditions  under  which  the  School 
will  be  opened  at  that  time  are  but  temporary ;  its  permanent 
location  and  accommodations  must  be  determined  by  action  of  the 
Town.  A  High  School  worthy  of  the  name  will  be  of  incalcul- 
able benefit  to  the  whole  town.  It  will  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  district  schools  by  arousing  the  ambition  of  the  pupils  therein, 
setting  before  them  its  advantages  as  an  object  to  be  attained ;  it 
will  afford  at  home  ample  facilities  for  acquiring  a  solid  and  thor- 
ough English  education,  and,  if  desired,  for  preparation  to  enter 
college.  To  accomplish  these  results,  first  the  standard  of  quali- 
fications for  admission  must  be  such  as  to  distinguish  this  from 
schools  of  a  lower  grade.  A  strict  examination  must  determine 
the  fitness  of  applicants.  Second,  the  course  of  studies  must  be 
definitely  fixed,  with  reference  to  the  objects  sought— of  intellec- 
tual training  for  the  practical  duties  of  life,  or  of  laying  the  foun- 
dation for  a  collegiate  course, — a  regular  period  being  assigned 
for  its  completion.  Third,  those  who  enter  upon  either  course 
should  be  required  to  pursue  it  faithfully.  A  school  established 
upon  such  a  system,  will  at  first  be  small.  This  must  be  the  case 
now  or  ten  years  hence.  But  it  will  steadily  enlarge  as  its  advan- 
tages are  recognized  and  invite  more  strenuous  effort  to  obtain 
them.  Let  us  look,  therefore,  to  the  future  as  well  as  to  the 
present  and  be  governed  in  our  action  by  wise  foresight  and  pru- 
dence.    Let  us  have  a  High  School  which  shall  accomplish  all 


that  is  possible  to  such  an  institution,  and  be  an  honor  to  the 
town. 

During  the  month  of  November  last  a  "  Teachers'  Institute  " 
was,  for  the  first  time,  held  in  Easton  by  Joseph  White,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  assisted  by  a  number 
of  Teachers  and  Lecturers.  The  exercises  were  highly  interest- 
ing and  instructive,  and  attended  with  increasing  interest,  by 
teachers,  scholars  and  friends  of  education,  from  this  and  adjacent 
towns.  The  object  and  methods  of  the  Institute  were  but  little 
understood,  and  it  was  regarded  beforehand  with  some  disfavor, 
or,  at  least,  indifference  ;  but  left,  we  are  happy  to  say,  a  most 
favorable  impression. 

The  suggestions  we  have  made  are  a  result  of  careful  observa- 
tion, prompted  not  only  by  our  official  duty,  but  by  an  individual 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  schools  and  a  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
mote their  utility.  We  could  wish  for  a  special  "  gift  of  tongues" 
to  urge  upon  our  fellow-citizens  the  duty  and  responsibility  be- 
longing to  each  one  in  regard  to  them.  No  subject  which  presents 
itself  for  consideration,  and  calls  upon  them  to  act  in  a  corporate 
capacity,  rivals  this  in  importance  or  demands  more  enlightened 
and  deliberate  thought  and  action  :  whether  we  look  at  it  in  a 
pecuniary  light,  or  as  involving  a  moral  obligation.  A  consider- 
able sum  of  money  is  annually  appropriated  for  educational  pur- 
poses ;  we  are  bound  to  see  that  it  is  judiciously  applied,  and 
made  to  the  utmost  extent  available,  in  carrying  out  the  object 
contemplated.  True  economy  and  thrift  demand  not  that  the 
amount  thus  devoted  be  lessened,  but  that  it  be  made  to  yield 
larger  returns.  The  matter  of  expense,  however,  is  subordinate 
to  the  question — What  do  we  owe  to  our  children  and  the  genera- 
tion soon  to  take  our  place  ?  Will  not  the  increasing  demands  of 
the  age  need  to  be  met  by  superior  culture,  and  shall  we  not  be 
held  culpable  for  any  refusal  or  neglect  to  provide  ample  means 
and  facilities  for  its  attainment  ?  None  but  a  narrow,  prejudiced, 
Bocotic  mind,  will  refer  to  its  own  limited  experience  in  schools 
and  school  privileges  as  affording  any  criterion  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  present  time.  Some  have  made  their  way  in  spite 
of  early  disadvantages,  but  vastly  more  have  suffered  frqm  them. 


There  is  no  reason  why  the  public  schools  of  Easton  should  be 
inferior  to  any.  To  raise  them  to  the  maximum  of  excellence 
requires  not  money  alone,  but  that  Parents  interest  themselves  in 
all  the  details  of  their  management  and  government ;  that  they 
actively  co-operate  with  their  teachers  and  their  Committees,  to 
enforce  regular  attendance,  strict  discipline  and  moral  purity ; 
that  they  aid  and  encourage  their  children  in  their  studies,  and 
note  and  commend  their  progress. 

GEO.  G.  WITfflNGTON, 

For  the  Committee. 


12 


STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


a 

<u  • 

«« 

o 

o 

o 

eaoher's  Wages 
per  Month. 

o 

DISTRICT. 

tiildren  betwc 
5  and  15  yean 

ength  of  Sch< 
in  Weeks. 

rhole  number 
Scholars. 

ver  15  years 
Age. 

nder  5  years 
Age. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Cost  of  each 
jholar  for  1 
Year. 

Amount 
pportioned 
each  District 

O 

O 

P 

CO 

1.  Summer. 

57 

12 

63 

3 

2 

48.7 

$36.00 

$4.23 

$257.78 

*  Winter. 

"12 

59 

11 

0 

J45.6 

50.00 

2.  Summer. 

34 

12 

26 

0 

1 

20. 

25.00 

7.46 

208.79 

Winter. 

12 

30 

4 

o 

25. 

45.00 

3.  Summer. 

33 

12 

27 

4 

o 

23. 

26.00 

7.38 

206.66 

*  Winter. 

12 

29 

6 

o 

+22. 

36.83 

4.  Summer. 

24 

10 

27 

1 

1 

21.7 

26.00 

6.82 

187.49 

*  Winter. 

12 

28 

3 

0 

J24.2 

40.00 

5.  Summer. 

34 

12 

29 

0 

0 

23. 

30.00 

6.85 

208.79 

Winter. 

14 

32 

3 

1 

26. 

30.00 

6.  Summer. 

19 

12 

23 

2 

2 

21.8 

27.00 

8.04 

176.84 

Winter. 

12 

21 

2 

0 

16.5 

28.00 

7.  Summer. 

338 

12 

302 

9 

0 

223. 

160.00 

2.78 

856.31 

Fall. 

12  315 

9 

0 

247. 

162.00 

&  Kninmpi* 

55 

12 

50 

2 

0 

46. 

32.00 

5.09 

254.52 

*  Winter. 

14 

50 

3 

0 

|44. 

32.00 

9.  Summer. 

38 

12 

36 

2 

0 

31.1 

28.00 

5.72 

217.31 

Winter. 

12 

40 

6 

1 

35. 

37.00 

10.  Summer. 

37 

12 

39 

4 

1 

30.5 

26.00 

5.74 

215.18 

*  Winter. 

12 

36 

4 

1 

J26. 

45.00 

11.  Summer. 

35 

12 

39 

3 

0 

32. 

31.00 

5.14 

210.92 

Winter. 

lOf 

43 

6 

0 

38. 

37.00 

Tetal, 

704  '264§  692 

57 

~9 

535. 

132.99 

f4.47 

$3000.59 

*  Unfinished, 
f  Average. 

%  Computed  before  the  close  of  the  term, 


J3 


NAMES  OP  SCHOLARS  NEITHER  ABSENT  NOR  TARDY. 


*  Both  terms 

District  No.  1. 

Gertrude  B.  Morse, 
Nellie  M.  French, 
Ellen  Smith, 
Frederic  H  Greenleaf4, 
Merton  A,  Ripley, 
Henry  F.  Frost, 
Augustus  Macomber. 

District  No.  2. 

Helen  L.  Clapp, 
Addie  J.  Knapp. 

District  No.  3i 

Evelyn  A.  Drake, 
Ella  F.  Howard, 
Elmira  A.  Howard, 
George  W.  Pool, 
Herbert  A.  Pool, 
Henry  G.  Pool. 

District  No.  4. 

Madeline  Griggs, 
*  Katie  Williams, 
Florence  Gardner, 
Granville  Williams, 
*John  Williams, 
Ira  Gardner, 
Hiram  Spaulding, 
Jesse  Williams, 
Clifton  Williams. 


District  No. 

Jerusha  J.  White, 
Nettie  Eddy, 
Joseph  Linehan, 
Charles  W.  Evans, 
*James  Eddy, 
George  J.  Rollins, 
Fred.  A.  Fuller, 
George  NewGomb, 
David  Newcomb. 


District  No.  6. 

Elma  M.  Buck, 
*Abby  H.  Buck, 
Lizzie  F.  Britton, 
*  Warren  B.  Wilson, 
Charles  Wilson, 
Herbert  D.  Wilson. 


District  No.  7. 

*Frances  Higginbottom, 
*Mary  Conboy, 
Mary  Dineen, 
Mary  Lyons, 
Julia  Minehan, 
*Emma  Stephenson, 
Mary  Healy, 
Louisa  Young, 
Mary  Leary, 
Lizzie  Hallihan, 
*Mary  A.  McAvoy, 
*Nellie  Barlow, 
Ellen  Cloanan, 
Rose  Riley, 
Ernest  Leighton, 
William  White, 
Frederick  Lake, 
William  Hughes, 
Frank  Hughes, 
*Henry  King, 
Daniel  Lyons, 
Frank  White, 
Michael  Long, 
William  McFarlahe, 
Frank  Monk, 
William  Swain, 
Frederic  Ripley, 
Timothy  Lyons, 
Henry  Randall, 
David  Helan, 
Dennis  Leary, 
Michael  Conboy, 
John  Malary, 
Thomas  McAvoy, 
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District  No.  8* 

Sarah  Tinkham, 
Fidelia  Packard, 
Emily  Keith, 
Carrie  Dickerman, 
Alice  Dickerman, 
Charles  Wade, 
Edgar  Marshall, 
John  Marshall, 

James  Dickerman.  9 

District  No.  9. 

Anna  M.  Murphy, 
♦Alice  M.  Drake, 
*Nellie  N.  Phillips, 
*Ellen  M.  Torrey, 
Mary  J.  Conway, 
Herbert  W.  Collinwood^ 
George  White, 
Daniel  Buckley, 

Frederic  Murphy.  9 


District  No;  10* 

Josie  L.  Allen, 

Ida  M.  Hewett, 

Ida  M.  Johnson, 

Amelia  A.  Keith, 

Clara  L.  Randall, 

Dora  F.  Smith, 

Emmaletta  Smith, 

Alphonso  Gooch, 

Athel  E.  Gooch, 

Ervin  B.  Johnson, 

Ozro  F.  Randall, 

Everett  C.  Randall.  12 

District  Nd.  11. 

♦Hattie  Keith, 
Carrie  Sisson, 
Eugene  Belcher, 

Edgar  Belcher.  4 
Total,  107 


In  unfinished  Schools  those  names  are  included  in  the  list  which  stand 
clear  at  the  time  of  preparing  this  Report. 
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